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smiths, whose krisses had the power of killing at the first thrust.
The blacksmith asked for six months in which to complete the
kris, after which time Ken Arok came impatiently to collect it.
In a fit of temper, because the kris was not ready, Ken Arok
stabbed the blacksmith with it. Before dying Mpu Gandring
cursed Ken Arok to be killed by the same kris, and his children
and grandchildren also to die by it.

Ken Arok lent the kris to Kbo Idjo, his best friend, who was
so fascinated by it that he wore it everywhere, boasting that it
was his. One night Ken Arok took the kris from his friend and
killed the king, leaving the kris near the body. Kbo Idjo was
accused of the murder and was killed with the kris. Ken Arok
could then marry Ken Dedes, who knew who had murdered her
husband. The marriage was made possible by a proclamation
of the Brahmanas declaring Ken Arok of divine ancestry. The
wedding took place despite the fact that Ken Dedes was about
to give birth to a child of the dead king.

The child was born and was brought up as a son of Ken Arok,
who named him Anusapati, but the young prince always felt
an instinctive dislike for Ken Arok. Ken Dedes gave birth to
four children by Ken Arok, but he took a second wife, Ken
Umang, by whom he had a child, Tohdjaya, who became his
favourite. Ken Arok grew in power and proclaimed himself
Radja of Tumapel, a title nobody dared to challenge. Instigated
by Brahmanas who had been humiliated by the ruler of the
empire of Singasari, of which Tumapel was a part, Ken Arok
made war on him, slaying his troops and causing the king to
commit suicide with his whole retinue. Ken Arok became su-
preme ruler of Singasari, changing his name to Radja Rajasa.

But his reign lasted only seven years. Ken Dedes had grown
tired of him, and one day she told her son Anupasati of the
secret of his birth and of how Ken Arok had murdered his
father. Anupasati obtained the famous kris from Ken Dedes and
had Ken Arok stabbed in the back during a meal, by one of his
servants.